§268.109

(i) Decisions by administrative judges.
Unless the administrative judge makes
a written determination that good
cause exists for extending the time for
issuing a decision, an administrative
judge shall issue a decision on the com-
plaint, and shall order appropriate
remedies and relief where discrimina-
tion is found, within 180 days of receipt
by the administrative judge of the
complaint file from the Board. The ad-
ministrative judge shall send copies of
the hearing record, including the tran-
script, and the decision to the parties.
If the Board does not issue a final order
within 40 days of receipt of the admin-
istrative judge’s decision in accordance
with §268.109(a), then the decision of
the administrative judge shall become
the final action of the Board.

§268.109 Final action by the Board.

(a) Final action by the Board following
a decision by an administrative judge.
When an EEOC administrative judge
has issued a decision under §§268.108(b),
(g), or (i), the Board shall take final ac-
tion on the complaint by issuing a final
order within 40 days of receipt of the
hearing file and the administrative
judge’s decision. The final order shall
notify the complainant whether or not
the Board will fully implement the de-
cision of the administrative judge and
shall contain notice of the complain-
ant’s right to appeal to the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission,
the right to file a civil action in federal
district court, the name of the proper
defendant in any such lawsuit and the
applicable time limits for appeals and
lawsuits. If the final order does not
fully implement the decision of the ad-
ministrative judge, then the Board
shall simultaneously file an appeal in
accordance with §268.403 and append a
copy of its appeal to the final order. A
copy of EEOC Form 573 shall be at-
tached to the final order.

(b) Final action by the Board in all
other circumstances. When the Board
dismisses an entire complaint under
§268.106, receives a request for an im-
mediate final decision or does not re-
ceive a reply to the notice issued under
§268.107(f), the Board shall take final
action by issuing a final decision. The
final decision shall consist of findings
by the Board on the merits of each
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issue in the complaint, or, as appro-
priate, the rationale for dismissing any
claims in the complaint and, when dis-
crimination is found, appropriate rem-
edies and relief in accordance with sub-
part F of this part. The Board shall
issue the final decision within 60 days
of receiving notification that a com-
plainant has requested an immediate
decision from the Board, or within 60
days of the end of the 30-day period for
the complainant to request a hearing
or an immediate final decision where
the complainant has not requested ei-
ther a hearing or a decision. The final
action shall contain notice of the right
to appeal the final action to the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission,
the right to file a civil action in federal
district court, the name of the proper
defendant in any such lawsuit and the
applicable time limits for appeals and
lawsuits. A copy of EEOC Form 573
shall be attached to the final action.
The Board may issue a final decision
within 30 days after receiving a deci-
sion of the Commission pursuant to
§268.405(c) of this part.

Subpart C—Provisions Applicable
to Particular Complaints

§268.201 Age Discrimination in Em-
ployment Act.

(a) As an alternative to filing a com-
plaint under this part, an aggrieved in-
dividual may file a civil action in a
United States district court under the
ADEA against the Chairman of the
Board of Governors after giving the
Commission not less than 30 days’ no-
tice of the intent to file such an action.
Such notice must be filed in writing
with EEOC, at PO Box 19848, Wash-
ington, DC 20036, or by personal deliv-
ery or facsimile within 180 days of the
occurrence of the alleged unlawful
practice.

(b) The Commission may exempt a
position from the provisions of the
ADEA if the Commission establishes a
maximum age requirement for the po-
sition on the basis of a determination
that age is a bona fide occupational
qualification necessary to the perform-
ance of the duties of the position.

(c) When an individual has filed an
administrative complaint alleging age
discrimination that is not a mixed
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case, administrative remedies will be
considered to be exhausted for purposes
of filing a civil action:

(1) 180 days after the filing of an indi-
vidual complaint if the Board has not
taken final action and the individual
has not filed an appeal or 180 days after
the filing of a class complaint if the
Board has not issued a final decision;

(2) After final action on an individual
or class complaint if the individual has
not filed an appeal; or

(3) After the issuance of a final deci-
sion by the Commission on an appeal
or 180 days after the filing of an appeal,
if the Commission has not issued a
final decision.

§268.202 Equal Pay Act.

Complaints alleging violations of the
Equal Pay Act shall be processed under
this part.

§268.203 Rehabilitation Act.

(a) Model employer. The Board shall
be a model employer of individuals
with disabilities. The Board shall give
full consideration to the hiring, place-
ment, and advancement of qualified in-
dividuals with disabilities.

(b) ADA standards. The standards
used to determine whether section 501
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as
amended (29 U.S.C. 791), has been vio-
lated in a complaint alleging non-
affirmative action employment dis-
crimination under this part shall be
the standards applied under Titles I
and V (sections 501 through 504 and 510)
of the Americans with Disabilities Act
of 1990, as amended (42 U.S.C. 12101,
12111, 12201), as such sections relate to
employment. These standards are set
forth in the Commission’s ADA regula-
tion at 29 CFR part 1630.

§268.204 Class complaints.

(a) Definitions—(1) Class is a group of
Board employees, former employees or
applicants for employment who, it is
alleged, have been or are being ad-
versely affected by a Board personnel
management policy or practice that
discriminates against the group on the
basis of their race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age or disability.

(2) Class complaint is a written com-
plaint of discrimination filed on behalf

§268.204

of a class by the agent of the class al-
leging that:

(i) The class is so numerous that a
consolidated complaint of the members
of the class is impractical;

(ii) There are questions of fact com-
mon to the class;

(iii) The claims of the agent of the
class are typical of the claims of the
class;

(iv) The agent of the class, or, if rep-
resented, the representative, will fairly
and adequately protect the interests of
the class.

(3) An agent of the class is a class
member who acts for the class during
the processing of the class complaint.

(b) Pre-complaint processing. An em-
ployee or applicant who wishes to file a
class complaint must seek counseling
and be counseled in accordance with
§268.104. A complainant may move for
class certification at any reasonable
point in the process when it becomes
apparent that there are class implica-
tions to the claim raised in an indi-
vidual complaint. If a complainant
moves for class certification after com-
pleting the counseling process con-
tained in §268.104, no additional coun-
seling is required. The administrative
judge shall deny class certification
when the complainant has unduly de-
layed in moving for certification.

(c) Filing and presentation of a class
complaint. (1) A class complaint must
be signed by the agent or representa-
tive and must identify the policy or
practice adversely affecting the class
as well as the specific action or matter
affecting the class agent.

(2) The complaint must be filed with
the Board not later than 15 days after
the agent’s receipt of the notice of
right to file a class complaint.

(3) The complaint shall be processed
promptly; the parties shall cooperate
and shall proceed at all times without
undue delay.

(d) Acceptance or dismissal. (1) Within
30 days of the Board’s receipt of a com-
plaint, the Board shall: Designate an
agency representative who shall not be
one of the individuals referenced in
§268.102(b)(4), and forward the com-
plaint, along with a copy of the Coun-
selor’s report and any other informa-
tion pertaining to timeliness or other
relevant circumstances related to the
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